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1 Introduction 

This Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared by the Marin Community College 
District (District) for the Facilities Master Plan (FMP) program, hereafter referred to as the 
“proposed program” or “program,” and Learning Resource Center (LRC) project, hereafter 
“proposed project” or “project.” This Final EIR has been prepared in conformance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA) statues (Cal. Pub. Res. Code, Section 21000 et. seq., as 
amended) and implementing guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., Title 14, Section 15000 et. seq.). 

Before approving a project, CEQA requires the lead agency to prepare and certify a Final EIR. The 
District has the principal responsibility for approval of the proposed program and project and is 
therefore considered the lead agency under CEQA Section 21067. According to the CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15132, the Final EIR shall consist of: 

 The Draft EIR or a revision of the Draft EIR 
 Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in summary 
 A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR 
 The responses of the lead agency to significant environmental points raised in the review and 

consultation process; and 
 Any other information added by the lead agency 

1.1 Format of the Final EIR 
The Final EIR consists of the April 2020 Draft EIR and the following five chapters: 

 Introduction. This chapter summarizes the contents of the Final EIR, the environmental review 
process, presents changes to the size of the LRC project, and includes several minor editorial 
revisions that have been made to the Draft EIR subsequent to the release of the Draft EIR for 
public review.  

 Errata. The Errata presents components of the Draft EIR and Initial Study that required revision. 
Revisions are shown in strikeout and underline text in this chapter.  

 Changes to Impact Analysis. This section provides additional discussion of changes to analysis 
and compares impacts associated with the original LRC project to those associated with the 
revised LRC project.  

 Recirculation Not Warranted. This section explains why recirculation of the Draft EIR is not 
warranted based on the changes to the LRC project and other revisions that have been made to 
the Draft EIR. 

 Response to Comments. During the public review period for the Draft EIR, four comment letters 
were received by the District. This chapter presents these comment letters and the District’s 
responses to the comments. 

1.2 Environmental Review Process 
The environmental impact review process required under CEQA is summarized below. The steps are 
in sequential order as follows. 
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1. Notice of Preparation and Initial Study. After deciding that an EIR is required, the lead agency 
(Marin Community College District) must file a Notice of Preparation soliciting input on the EIR 
scope to the State Clearinghouse, other concerned agencies, and parties previously requesting 
notice in writing (CEQA Guidelines Section 15082; PRC Section 21092.2). The NOP must be 
posted in the County Clerk’s office for 30 days. The NOP may be accompanied by an Initial Study 
that identifies the issue areas for which the project could create significant environmental 
impacts. 

2. Draft EIR Prepared. The Draft EIR must contain a) table of contents or index; b) summary; c) 
project description; d) environmental setting; e) discussion of significant impacts (direct, 
indirect, cumulative, growth-inducing, and unavoidable impacts); f) a discussion of alternatives; 
g) mitigation measures; h) discussion of irreversible changes, and i) any identified areas of 
controversy. 

3. Notice of Completion and Public Review. The lead agency must file a notice of completion with 
the State Clearinghouse when it completes a Draft EIR and prepare a Public Notice of Availability 
of a Draft EIR. The lead agency must place the notice of completion in the County Clerk’s office 
for 30 days (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21092) and send a copy of the notice of 
completion to anyone requesting it (CEQA Guidelines Section 15087). Additionally, public notice 
of Draft EIR availability must be given through at least one of the following methods: a) 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation; b) physical signage posting on and off the 
project site; and c) direct mailing to owners and occupants of contiguous properties. The lead 
agency must solicit input from other agencies and the public and respond in writing to all 
comments received (PRC Sections 21104 and 21253). The minimum public review period for a 
Draft EIR is 30 days. When a Draft EIR is sent to the State Clearinghouse for review, the public 
review period must be 45 days unless the State Clearinghouse approves a shorter period (PRC 
Section 21091). 

4. Final EIR. A Final EIR must include a) the Draft EIR; b) copies of comments received during public 
review; c) list of persons and entities commenting; and d) responses to comments. 

5. Certification of Final EIR. Prior to making a decision on a proposed project, the lead agency 
must certify that a) the Final EIR has been completed in compliance with CEQA; b) the Final EIR 
was presented to the decision-making body of the lead agency; and c) the decision making body 
reviewed and considered the information in the Final EIR prior to approving a project (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15090). 

6. Lead Agency Project Decision. The lead agency may a) disapprove the project because of its 
significant environmental effects; b) require changes to the project to reduce or avoid 
significant environmental effects; or c) approve the project despite its significant environmental 
effects, if the proper findings and statement of overriding considerations are adopted (CEQA 
Guidelines sections 15042 and 15043). 

7. Findings/Statement of Overriding Considerations. For each significant impact of the project 
identified in the EIR, the lead agency must find, based on substantial evidence, that a) the 
project has been changed to avoid or substantially reduce the magnitude of the impact; b) 
changes to the project are within another agency's jurisdiction and such changes have or should 
be adopted; or c) specific economic, social, or other considerations make the mitigation 
measures or project alternatives infeasible (CEQA Guidelines Section 15091). If an agency 
approves a project with unavoidable significant environmental effects, it must prepare a written 
Statement of Overriding Considerations that sets forth the specific social, economic, or other 
reasons supporting the agency’s decision. 
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8. Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Program. When the lead agency makes findings on significant 
effects identified in the EIR, it must adopt a reporting or monitoring program for mitigation 
measures adopted or made conditions of project approval to mitigate significant effects. 

9. Notice of Determination (NOD). The lead agency must file a NOD after deciding to approve a 
project for which an EIR is prepared (CEQA Guidelines Section 15094). A local agency must file 
the NOD with the county clerk. The NOD must be posted for 30 days and sent to anyone 
requesting notice previously. Posting of the NOD starts a 30-day statute of limitations on CEQA 
legal challenges (PRC Section 21167[c]). 

1.3 Revisions to the Draft EIR and Initial Study  

Learning Resource Center Project Changes  
The Draft EIR for the FMP program and LRC project was published in April 2020. The Draft EIR was 
circulated for public review from April 3, 2020 to May 18, 2020. Since publication of the Draft EIR, 
the District has determined that the proposed LRC project on the Kentfield Campus would measure 
85,000 square feet rather than 77,000 square feet. For the purposes of comparison, this document 
refers to the originally proposed 77,000 square foot structure as the “original LRC project” and the 
newly proposed 85,000 square foot structure as the “revised LRC project.”  

The Draft EIR analyzed impacts to the existing LRC site footprint (as shown in Figure 1), which 
includes the existing LRC building, parking lot, and driveway area. Both the original LRC project and 
the revised LRC project would be wholly within the footprint shown in Figure 1. In addition, both the 
77,000 square foot structure in the original LRC project and the 85,000 square foot structure in the 
revised LRC project would be built within the existing LRC building footprint area.1  

The increase in overall project square footage has resulted in updates to the project analysis in the 
Draft EIR and Initial Study. In-text revisions that have been made are shown in Chapter 2, Errata. 
Additional discussion of changes to project analysis and a comparison of original and revised project 
impacts is presented in Chapter 3, Changes to Impact Analysis.  

Correction of Fuel Use Calculation  
Subsequent to release of the Draft EIR, a minor error in the calculation methodology used to 
estimate construction related fuel consumption for the LRC project was noted. Construction related 
fuel consumption was overestimated as a result of the error. This calculation error has since been 
corrected and the estimate of construction related fuel consumption has been updated to reflect 
the revised LRC project. In-text revisions to the Initial Study that have been made as a result of this 
correction are shown in Chapter 2, Errata, and additional discussion is presented in Chapter 3, 
Changes to Impact Analysis.  

Mitigation Measure Revisions  
Subsequent to the release of the Draft EIR, revisions have been made to the program and project 
Mitigation Measures addressing aesthetics, biological resources, cultural resources, and  

 
1 The existing LRC building consists of two stories and a partial basement and is 66,000 square feet in size. The original LRC project and the 
revised LRC project consist of three stories, which is how the larger building would be constructed within the footprint of the existing LRC 
building. 
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Figure 1 Learning Resource Center Project Site Footprint 
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transportation. The revised measures are AES-1, BIO-1, BIO-3, CUL-8, TCR-2, TCR-3, TCR-4, TRA-1, 
and TRA-2.  

Appendix Revisions  
Based on the minor changes that have occurred to the LRC project and Mitigation Measures 
contained in the Draft EIR, Appendix AQ, Appendix BIO and Appendix IS have been revised for 
accuracy.  
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2 Errata 

This Errata addresses revisions to the Facilities Master Plan (FMP) Program and Learning Resource 
Center (LRC) Project Draft EIR. This chapter describes changes to the LRC project and in-text 
revisions incorporated in the EIR and Initial Study. As discussed in Chapter 4, Recirculation Not 
Warranted, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5, these changes and revisions do not 
require recirculation of the Draft EIR.  

2.1 In-Text Revisions  
As described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIR, Introduction, the following changes that pertain to the 
FMP program and LRC project have occurred:  

 Square footage of the proposed LRC project has increased by 8,000 square feet from 77,000 
square feet to 85,000 square feet. 

 In the Initial Study, an error in the calculation of estimated construction-related fuel 
consumption has been corrected. 

 Mitigation Measures AES-1, BIO-1, BIO-3, CUL-8, TCR-2, TCR-3, TCR-4, TRA-1 and TRA-2 have 
been revised. 

Based on these changes, in-text revisions have been made to the Draft EIR and Initial Study. In-text 
revisions are presented below and organized according to the section of the respective 
environmental document that they appear in. Revisions to the Draft EIR are presented first, 
followed by the revisions to the Initial Study. Revisions to original text are shown using 
strikethrough for text that has been deleted and underline for text that has been added.  

For additional discussion of revised LRC project impacts, refer to Chapter 3, Changes to Impact 
Analysis.  

2.2 Draft EIR In-Text Revisions 

Executive Summary  
On page ES-2, the following text has been edited to reflect the characteristics of the revised LRC 
project.  

Learning Resource Center 

The LRC Project would involve the demolition and reconstruction of the LRC for seismic safety 
and to provide upgraded facilities. The new LRC would include a library, computer laboratory, 
classrooms, mailroom, student store, and offices. It would be constructed on the same footprint 
as the existing building and would be 77,000 85,000 square-feet which would be slightly larger 
than the existing structure. The existing parking lot and driveway would be retained, and an 
Accessible parking spaces and ramps would be installed to comply with the most recent ADA 
requirements.  









http://www.batcon.org/pdfs/binb/ExcludersGuidelines2014.pdf
http://www.batcon.org/pdfs/binb/ExcludersGuidelines2014.pdf
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Rich, A.A. 2000. Fishery Resources Conditions of the Corte Madera Creek Watershed, Marin County, 
California. A.A. Rich and Associates for Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed.  

2.3 Initial Study In-Text Revisions 

Section 1 Aesthetics 
On page 5, the following text has been edited to clarify the extent of the LRC project footprint. 

The project would involve demolition of the existing LRC building and its replacement with a 
slightly larger building on roughly the same footprint.  

On page 5, the following text has been edited based on the characteristics of the revised LRC 
project. 

The proposed structure would be 77,000 85,000 square feet and three stories in height. 

On page 6, the text of Mitigation Measure AES-1 has been edited to clarify that it would apply to 
both the FMP program and LRC project.  

AES-1 Lighting Specifications 

Any exterior lighting installed for the program and project shall be of low intensity and low glare 
design, and shall be hooded to direct light downward onto the subject parcel and prevent spill-
over onto adjacent parcels and shall otherwise meet dark night sky requirements. Exterior 
lighting fixtures shall be kept to the minimum number and intensity needed to ensure public 
safety. Upward-directed exterior lighting is prohibited.  

Section 2 Air Quality  
On page 16, the following text has been edited to correct a typographical error. 

The BAAQMD’s operational-related screening levels for junior college land uses are 152,000 
square feet of new buildings or an increase in enrollment of 2,815 2,865 students or more 
(BAAQMD 2017c). 

On page 20, the following text has been edited to correct typographical errors. 

As described above, the BAAQMD’s operational-related air quality screening levels for 
community college land uses are 152,000 square feet of new buildings or an increase in 
enrollment of 2,815 2,865 students or more (BAAQMD 2017c). According to BAAQMD, if all the 
screening criteria are met by a proposed project, then the lead agency or applicant does not 
need to perform a detailed air quality assessment of their project’s operational air pollutant 
emissions. Program implementation would not result in an enrollment increase. Projects 
designated as capital repairs and improvements, retrofit and other would not involve new 
construction. However, New Facility Projects new facility projects would involve new 
construction. Detailed plans are not currently available for all New Facility Projects new facility 
projects; therefore, compliance with the BAAQMD operational screening criteria cannot be 
assessed at this time. Therefore, new facility Projects projects could lead to a potentially 
substantial increase in the emission of criteria pollutants during operation. Implementation of 
Mitigation Measure AQ-1 would require assessment and reduction of operational emission of 
air quality pollutants if estimated emissions are above the BAAQMD operational thresholds 
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Section 8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions  
On page 54, the following text was edited to reflect the estimated GHG emissions associated with 
construction and operation of the revised LRC project.  

Operational Indirect and Stationary Direct Emissions  

CalEEMod was used to calculate direct sources of air emissions associated with the proposed 
project. These include consumer product use and landscape maintenance equipment. Area 
emissions are estimated at less than 0.1 MT of CO2e per year. Project operation would consume 
electricity, primarily for lighting and powering appliances (including computers and other 
electronic educational equipment). Electricity generation through combustion of fossil fuels 
emits CO2, and to a smaller extent, N2O and CH4. The project would generate approximately 
134.2 148.2 MT of CO2e per year associated with overall energy use. Based on the estimate of 
GHG emissions from project-generated solid waste as it decomposes, solid waste would 
generate approximately 35.7 39.4 MT of CO2e per year. Based on the amount of electricity 
generated to supply and convey water, the proposed project would generate an estimated 4.0 
4.4 MT of CO2e per year. Because the project would not increase trips above existing conditions, 
there would be no new mobile source emissions during project operation. The proposed project 
would not increase emissions of CO2e per year from mobile sources. 

Construction Emissions 

Emissions generated by project construction would be approximately 195 198 MT of CO2e. The 
BAAQMD does not have a recommended threshold for construction related GHG emissions, and 
therefore emissions associated with construction would not result in a significant impact. 

Combined Stationary and Mobile Source Emissions 

Table 7 shows the project’s operational and mobile GHG emissions. The annual emissions would 
total approximately 173.9 192.0 MT of CO2e per year. These emissions would not exceed the 
1,100 MT of CO2e per year threshold for compliance with BAAQMD thresholds. This impact 
would be less than significant. 

On page 55, Table 7 has been replaced with an updated version to show operational GHG emissions 
associated with the revised LRC project.  





























































































































http://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/climate-change.html
https://ipbes.net/news/Media-Release-Global-Assessment
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